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For ewor d:

Even though the author had left behind all his source
material when the end of Wrld War Il forced himto |leave his
hone before the arrival of the Russian Arnmy in early March 1945
Il. He started over, again, to collect the necessary background
information for the Doerry famly history. At that tinme, he had
no i dea of how much effort this would take. Because of the |oss
of some church record books, sone of the information was no
| onger available and other information required nmuch witing
back and forth to archives. At other tinmes, the author did not
receive any answer at all to his enquiries. That he was able to
finally gather this much information, he owes primarily to Dr.
Hans Doerry (#D-8-2W4-3-1) in Kleve and to Kurt Doerry in

Hol I feld (#D 8-2W). When he thought that he could start
witing this chapter, questions arose about the Wsenfeld
ancest ors. In order to answer these questions, there were

further delays in witing this chapter.

But now it is done and the chapter about OQto Doerry (#D-8-2W
and his descendants is before us. Even though there nmay be sone
m nor errors that have crept into this report, relative to the

entire project, these errors nost likely do not significantly
affect the conclusions of this chapter. |If there was no attenpt
made to cover nore details of the still living generation, then

the reason for this is the short tinme-span between the |ives of
the individuals and the time when this chapter was actually
witten. This lack of detail prevents the formng of an
i ncont establ e judgnent. It shall be left to the individuals to
add to this chapter and to expand on it (as for exanple by a
description of the escape from our honmeland and the start of an

exi stence or a new career). In order to stimulate the thinking
of later generations, a famly history should not be limted to
only lifting the veil of the past; it should rather give a
direction for the future. O herwise, the famly history has

failed its purpose.

Uel zen in March 1972. Signed: Dr. Al brecht Doerry
(#D-1)

3/19/09 2



The Wesenfeld Famly

In the description of the Doerry famly branch living in the
Neumark, we nentioned the oldest son of the Superintendent
Johann Philipp CGottfried Doerry (#D-8) in Rossow, Ponerania. W
then also first tal ked about the Wsenfeld famly. There is a
good reason for this. The nmother of the later pastor in GobB
Drensen and Lauchstaedt, Heinrich Oto WIhelm Doerry (#D- 8-2W,
the first spouse of the Superintendent, cane from the Wsenfeld
famly. Since in the story of her husband she was only briefly
menti oned, we shall discuss her and her ancestors at this tine.

Surprisingly, the Wsenfelds cane from Brenen, just I|ike the
mat ernal ancestors of Johanna Charlotte Sophia Beda, whom the
Past or Johann Philipp CGottfried Doerry brought into his hone in
t he Rossow parsonage on January 7, 1812 after the death of his
first wife.

Even though we can trace the Wsenfeld famly only to the year
of 1611, we can assune that the Wsenfelds lived in the old
Hanse City (an association of cities for free trade) for a while

| onger. There is still a street in Bremen with the old field
nane (Flurnane) Fesenfeld. Fesenfeld was also the original nane
of the Wsenfeld famly. Fesenfel d becane Vesenfeld (“F” and
“W” have a simlar sound in German) until finally the “W” becane
a “w. This process of transition can be followed in the
entries of the church book of St. Anegar in Brenmen, at |east as
the transition of Fesenfeld to Vesenfeld is concerned. In a

preserved funeral oration for Katharina von der Lith, née
Wesenfeld, on May 25, 1687 in Frankfurt on the Oder River, the
“W' had already replaced the “Vv”. Wat this nmeans, there is no
doubt that this famly nane originated with the location of a
pl ace, i.e. the fieldnane Wsenfeld.

The ol dest known bearer of this name, as already indicated,
lived in Brenen in 1611

Arend Wesenfeld

He pl edged during this year to be a citizen of his hometown. In
the already nentioned funeral oration for Katharina von der
Lith, née Wsenfeld they also referred to Arend Wsenfeld as the
grandf at her of the deceased. At this occasion, they also tal ked
about him as a very respected nmerchant in Brenen. | f they use
the first nane Arnold at this tine instead of Arend, there is
really no difference between these nanes. Arend is the |ow-
GCerman form of the high-German nane Arnold. This neans that
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these nanes are practically identical. Apparently, the educated
clergyman who gave the funeral oration, considered the nane
Arnold as nore appropriate for this respected citizen and
nmer chant . The |owCGernman Arend was used nore by the conmon
peopl e.

The nentioned oratory also gives the nane of Arend (Arnold)
Wesenfel d’s spouse. Her name was Catharina Barkhoffs, daughter
of a citizen and nmerchant in the Hansa City.

Perhaps, sonme later interested famly researcher is fortunate
enough to come up with nore data and persons of the Wsenfeld
famly history. Ri ght now, because of lack of tine, we refrain
fromdoing this.

About the representative of the next generation Wsenfeld,
probably the ol dest son of the already nmentioned couple,

Arend Wesenfel d, junior
We have about him already nore source material than we have for
his father. Like the father, the son, too, is called either
Arend or Arnold in the existing docunents. Since it was custom
at that tinme that the oldest son received the first name of his
father at the time of his baptism we are justified to assune
that Arend Wesenfeld, junior, was the oldest son of his parents.
H s exact date of birth is unknown, but could be assuned to be
about 1615. H s father becane a citizen of Brenen in 1611. A
little later he probably married Catharina Barckhoffs, so that
the birth date of Arend Wsenfeld jun. in 1615 seens to be

reasonabl e. According to this information, he was about 30
years old when he becane a citizen of Bremen in 1646 in order to
be accepted as a nenber of the nerchant guild. About a year

earlier, he may have brought hone Catharina Elisabeth Bergius as
his spouse, because the first child was already born in 1646

Unfortunately, we were unable to find out the exact date of
their marriage.

This marriage casts an interesting light on the social standing

of the Wsenfelds in Brenen. The young wife came from a very
respectable famly. The daughters of these famlies were not
entrusted to the first best suitor. It, therefore, seens to be

right to cast a brief glinpse on the ancestors of the bride.
Her father, Conrad Bergius, was born in Stettin on July 25,
1592. He studied theology and in 1624 he noved to Frankfurt on
the Oder River, where he nmarried in St. Mirien Church Anna
Sabi na Scharlach on August 9, 1624. She was the daughter of the
Prof essor of Medicine D. Samuel Scharl ach. The nother of the
bride was nost likely Anna Chemitz. Five years after the
weddi ng, the Professor Conrad Bergius noved with his young wfe
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to the reformed church St. Ansgar in Brenmen, where he served
from 1629 until his death on August 13, in 1642. Per haps, he
becane here the successor to his father D. Conrad Bergius,

pastor and dean (Dechant) at the St. Ansgar church. It was not
a rarity at that tine, that a son or son-in-law took over the
office of a clergyman after he had passed away. The ol der
Conrad Bergius may not have always served as Pastor in the Hanse
Cty, but cane, like his son, from Frankfurt on the QOder River
to Brenen. Two things point at this. First of all, he had the

title of a Professor, which he could not have gotten in Brenen,
since this city had no university. Second: There is proof, that
he had a daughter in Frankfurt on the COder River. She is
Gertrud Hedwig Bergius and was nmarried to a Johann Rissel mann.
H s father, Johann Risselmann sen., was too, a professor at the
uni versity. One can assune that Gertrud Hedwi g Bergius did not
neet her later husband anywhere else, but in the Brandenburg
University City (Kurbrandenburg). This was at a tinme when her
parents lived there and the father was a Professor at the
Uni versity (Hochschul e).

Those were quite respectable persons in whose circle Arend
Wesenfeld entered by his narriage to Catharina Elisabeth
Ber gi us. He would not have succeeded, if he had nothing to
of fer, too. This is a deduction, which is quite justified.
People at that tine were conscious of their social standing and
marri ages outside of their social class were very rare.

But let us return to the couple of Arend Wsenfeld and Cat hari na
El i sabet h Bergi us! This marriage, which lasted less than 20
years, produced 5 docunented children, two sons and three
daught er s. Even though they did not contribute to the
continuation of the father’s name, the children should be
briefly nentioned.

The first child was a son born in Brenen five days after
Whi t sunday (post trinitatem) in 1646. Unexpl ai nably, he was not
given the father’s first nane Arnold or Arend when he was

bapti zed. Instead, he was nanmed Conrad after his maternal
gr andf at her. Perhaps, this was to predestine his later life.
He did not beconme a nerchant, but a scholar like his nother’s
ancest ors. This supposition is definitely justified, since he
did not become a nerchant like his father, but he studied
nmedi cine after attending the gymmasium (high school) in his
honet own. H's studies took him first to Leiden, where he

studied at the Dutch University in 1665. This university had
been founded in 1575 by WIlhel mvon Oranien. Fromthere he went
to Frankfurt on the Oder River in 1666, where he had very good
connections through his nother’s aunt, Gertrud Hedw g Bergi us,
married R sselmann. He received his MD. on May 30, 1672 with a
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di ssertation on strokes (De Apoplexia). The university awarded

himwth a Professor of Medicine and a teaching assignnment. But
before he was able to start in this position, he died in January
1673. However, the church records of St. Mrien parish show

February 2 as the day when he deceased. This contradiction can
be explained with the fact that Conrad Wsenfeld did die at the
end of January, but was buried on February 2",

Conrad Wsenfeld’s younger sister Catharina Wsenfeld found her

|ast resting place, too, in Frankfurt on the COder River. She
was born in Bremen on Pal m Sunday (Pal marun) 1649 and was given
the first name of her nother when she was baptized. This was

the custom at that tine, even though they deviated know ngly
from this when the brother was naned Conrad after his maternal
gr andf at her .

She married the Frankfurt professor Tido Heinrich von der Lith
on April 22, 1677 when she was 28 years old. He was a son of
Tido Heinrich von der Lith and his spouse Hel ene von Line and
was born in Bremen on April 13, 1646. After he had finished his
studies, he was called to the University in Frankfurt on the
Qder River. He also held the office of town nayor
(Burgerneister) in Frankfurt, where he passed away on My 24,
1695 and was buri ed. H s spouse Catharina Wsenfeld preceded
himin death on May 25, 1687 and at the relatively young age of
38 years. The funeral oration given at her burial is like a
gold mne for finding the relationships between nmenbers of the
Wesenfeld famly in that generation.

W can learn fromit that the daughter Anna Sabina, born as the
third child of the Wsenfeld-Bergius couple, too, married a
t heol ogy professor in Frankfurt on the Oder River. H's nanme was

D. Reichelt. Further data out of her life could not be found
out and may have little significance for the Wsenfeld Famly
Hi story. Important is only that she had noved from Bremen to

the university town on the Oder River.

The Wsenfeld parents in Bremen had a second son after
Wi t sunday in 1655 (June 17, 1655). He received the first nane
of his father Arend (Arnold). W were unable to establish what
became of him Apparently, he died at an early age, because
when in the second nmarriage of his father another son was born
in 1664, this boy, too, was nanmed Arend (Arnold). This woul d
not have happened, if the first son Arend was still alive.

Four years later, in 1659, Catharina Elisabeth Bergius gave her
spouse a fifth child. The daughter GCertrud Hedwi g was nhaned
after her grand aunt Gertrud Hedwi g Bergius, married to Johann
Risselmann jun. in Frankfurt on the Oder River. She later
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married D. Paul Vol kmann (born on March 18, 1669), who in 1694
was the principal (rector) of the Friedrichs School in Frankfurt

on the Oder Ri ver. In 1701, he was the “refornmed
Superintendent” in Berge near Crossen. From 1701 until 1721,
Johann Risselmann was principal (rector) at the Joachinsthal
Gymmasium in Berlin, which had a special reputation. He passed
away in Berlin on Cctober 27, 1721. However, we were unable to
expand on the information for GCertrud Hedw g Wsenfeld. But

this is of no inportance, since Gertrud Hedwi g Wsenfeld does
not enter into the ancestry of her famly anyway.

There are really only two facts of inportance in this generation
of the Wesenfelds. In my opinion, they clearly show that Arend
Wesenfeld jun. in his marriage with Catharina Wsenfeld was not
the dom nating part. Not he, but she determ ned which first
nane the children were given when they were baptized. Except
for the fourth child Arent Wsenfeld, all children were naned
after menbers of the Bergius famly. Conrad Wesenfeld, the
first born, was named after his naternal grandfather and
Catharina after her nother. Anna Sabina received the nane of
her grandnot her Scharlach (Bergius) and Gertrud Hedwi g was naned
after the grandaunt Bergius (Risselmann). Every tinme the father
had to agree to the nanes. Al so, the Wsenfelds were an old
famly of nerchants. However, none of their children followed
in the father’s footsteps. They either becanme academ cians or
married one. Apparently, the nother of the children considered
the profession of a nmerchant as not distingui shed enough for her
descendants, even though a royal nmerchant in an old trading city
like Bremen stood, too, in high esteem And again, the father
Wesenfeld yielded to the wishes of his spouse and gave up on

raising a successor for his business. Cat harina Elisabeth
Bergius was a woman with a very strong wll. She knew how to
enploy this will even after her death, when it cane to the |ast

deci sions to be made.

Then there was a second fact in this connection: Wy was
Frankfurt on the Oder River the destination of all the Wsenfeld
chil dren? One could easily be tenpted to answer this by
pointing out that the Bergius famly had here +the best
connections, because the parents and grandparents of Catharina

El i sabeth Bergius had lived there. Moreover, wth her Aunt
Gertrud Hedwi g’s marriage to Johann Rissel mann jun. there was a
new bridge built to this town. This was true, but there was
sonet hing el se. Besi des relationships between Brenen and

Frankfurt on the Oder River, there were also such of a religious
ki nd. These can only be explained with the deep differences in
the protestant canp during the second half of the 17'" century.
In this respect, these relationships were in the best harnony
bet ween Brenmen and Brandenburg. Bremen was primarily “reforned”
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and, therefore had no contact with its Lutheran neighbors, other
than with the Mark Brandenburg (an autononous region north of

Berlin). Its ruler, the Duke, had converted for political
reasons to the Calvinistic Faith, wthout denmanding the sane
from his subjects. For this reason, the Calvinists in Bremen
preferred to recruit their new pastors in the Mark Brandenburg,
or at the University of Frankfurt on the Oder River, |ike for
instance the Bergius father and son. On the other hand, the

Bremen Lutherans sent their new students to Frankfurt, because
they would not be corrupted by the Lutherans. The Frankfurt
University was at that time still quite respectable. One can
best see the differences between the two evangelical churches in
the exanple of the Berlin conposer of church songs, the Lutheran
Past or Paul Gerhardt, who rather resigned from his pastorate in
1669, than to sign his nane to the back of the picture (revers)
of the Geat Elector (Gopre Kurfirst). Even after King
Friedrich WIlhelm Ill created the Church of the Evangelical
Union, there were a good nunber of Lutherans and Reforned
Lutherans who were not wlling to accept the new way. Even
today are many places where the old conflicts still exist, but
wi t hout the sharp fornms of past tines.

But after this not quite uninportant deviation, let us return to
Arend Wesenfeld and his fam|y!

Death took his spouse Catharina Elisabeth Bergius in 1662.
Since his youngest daughter Gertrud Hedwig was at that tinme only
three years old, Arend Wsenfeld was forced to ook for a new
conpanion to take care of the children and the househol d. He
found this person in Anna Wssels, who becane his wife in about
1663. She gave him already a son on July 10, 1664. During his
baptism he was naned after his father Arend Wsenfeld in place
of the already deceased younger son fromthe first marriage. W
wll talk about him at a later tine, because Oto Doerry’s
not her is part of this ancestral famly |ine.

W were unable to establish how long the Bremen citizen and
nmerchant Arnold Wsenfeld lived and when he passed away. e
only know that his second wife Anna Wssels survived him Her
internment took place on August 7, 1714, after they had noved to
Frankfurt on the Oder River, where she had been taken into the
hone of her son Arend. Her funeral was in the Peace Church
(Friedenskirche) of the reformed congregation. If one starts
with the presunption that she was about 20 years old when she
married in about 1663, (she probably was older than this, when
she married her husband, who was a widower with at |east four
chil dren). Her husband was at that tinme already quite a bit
ol der than 50 years. For those tinmes, she nust have reached
quite an old age. One nore thing can be assuned: She probably
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was not married for very long, or she would have had nore
children than only one when nost famlies were large. But these
are all suppositions, which nmatch the facts, but may not be
correct. Perhaps, nore accurate data can be devel oped by chance
at a later time, which then support the stated suppositions or
they will correct these.

Wth the birth of the third

Arend Wesenfeld |11

On July 10, 1664 in Brenmen, the final break of the famly wth
the nerchant profession in the Hanse City was conplete. Li ke
his stepbrother Conrad, this Arend Wsenfeld, too, attended the
top-rated (illustre) gymasium (a high school) in his honetown.
After graduating, he studied theology in Frankfurt on the Cder
River. One could hardly be wong, if one assunmes that here too,
the relationship with the Bergius famly contributed to this

even if the nother was no Bergius but a Wssels. Finally, he
was a Wsenfeld like his stepsiblings, whose nother had the
mai den name Ber gi us. These too, are suppositions w thout the

possibility to prove their correctness.

Arend Wesenfeld Il seens to have spent his entire study tine in
Frankfurt. He also earned here his Ph.D. on April 17, 1691.
Ef fective February 1, 1692, he was appointed to be Professor of
Logi ¢, Metaphysic and Ethics. On June 16,1698, at the age of 34
years, he took over the office of the nmayor of the University
City. A year later, he married in Danzig the daughter Cornelia
of the Deacon Stephan Wlters. The wedding took place on
Oct ober 20, 1699.

The bride was at that tinme about 20 years old. W were unable

to find out, whether she was born in Danzig. W also were
unable to clear up how the Frankfurt University Professor Arend
Wesenfel d happened to bring honme a bride from Danzig. It would

be a waste of tine to speculate on this. The suppositions would
never answer this question with a reasonable certainty.

From an addendumto the original report by the author:

Cornelia Wlters was nost likely born in Danzig, where
her father was Pastor at the St. Peter and Paul Church
since 1674. The father canme from Hanburg, where he

probably was born in about 1645. This Stephanus Wlters
married Barbara Meynen (Heyn?) after Whitsunday (25. P.
Trin.) in 1679. She was the daughter of the Daniel Meynen
(Heyn). According to this information, Cornelia Wlters
was not born in 1678, but in 1680 at the earliest, so that
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at the tinme of her marriage with Arend Wsenfeld from
Frankfurt on the Oder River, she was not quite 20 years

ol d. Her parents Stephanus Wlters and Barbara Meynen
passed away in Danzig. The church book of St. Peter and
Paul lists the father on April 15 1719 as deceased. The

sanme church record book had the notation that the nother
was interred on April 30, 1715.

Through a descendant of Oto Doerry, a Ms. Margarethe Hennig,
née Doerry, in Frankfurt on the COder River, we succeeded to
establish very good connections to this city. These hel ped us
with finding out many things about the Professor Arend (Arnold)
Wesenfeld and his spouse Cornelia Wlters, and about their two
children respectively. Certainly, research done 40 years ago
woul d have vyielded nore infornmation. But since we mssed this
opportunity at that time, we nust be content with what is still
avai |l abl e.

Stephan Arnold Wsenfeld was nost likely the oldest child of
Prof essor Arend Wsenfeld. But, perhaps, he was just the ol dest
boy, as can be determined by his first name. The nane St ephan
comes from his G andfather Wlters, while Arnold was the first
nane of his father and also of his G andfather Wsenfeld. Since
he was the only child with the first name Arnold, he nust have
been the first-born son, who according to custom received this

name when he was baptized. W were unable to establish his
exact date of birth, since the church record books of the
reformed congregation in Frankfurt start at a later tinme. As
calculated fromdates in his later Iife, he nost likely was born

at the beginning of the 18'" century, about 1701/1703.

The first docunented child of the Professor Wsenfeld is Anna
Dor ot hea. Pastor H. Hartmann in the Friedenskirche (Peace
Church) baptized her on Decenber 22, 1711. Anna Dor ot hea was
soon laid to rest on the cenetery of the Friedensgenei nde (Peace
Congregation) on March 11, 1714 and thus passed away when she
was only a little over 2 years old. There were probably nore
children between her and Stephan Arnold, but they are unknown.
Thus we can find in the death registry of the Peace Church for
Decenber 31, 1713, an entry about the internent of a child of
the H (honorable) town mayor Wesenfeld wi thout showing its nane
or age. We can assune that this was an older brother or sister
of Anna Dor ot hea.

The sanme M. Hartmann, who baptized Anna Dorothea in 1711, did
this sacred act also for two nore children of the town nmayor
Wesenfeld. This was on August 15, 1714 for his son Carl Ludw g
and on August 18, 1715 for the daughter Florentina. She
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probably is the Master Wi, née Wsenfeld. Records of the
Peace Congregation show that she died at the age of 43 years at
9 o’clock in the norning of Novenber 18, 1758. She was interred
in her vault below the Peace Church on Novenber 21, 1758. The
age would fit exactly to Florentina Wsenfeld.

From an addendum to the original report on Florentina
Wesenf el d:

The assunption that she was the Ms. Mister (Misterin)
Wei 3 continues to have much probability. She had passed
away on Novenber 18, 1758 in Frankfurt on the Oder River

But we need to add that the Master Wei & was not her first
husband. In her first marriage, since July 9, 1737, she
was married to the Court Preacher from Breslau Johann Ernst
Vi gi |l anti us. He was a son of the Pastor Benjamn
Vigilantius and was born on Decenber 30, 1712 in
Hei ner sdorf, Province of Posen. He attended the gymmasi um
in Lissa (the later Conenius gymasium a high school) and
Berlin. He studied theology and in 1734 he becane a deacon

of the reformed church in Lissa. In 1737, Johann Ernst
Vigilantius becane Pastor in LaBwitz near Lissa and in 1742
he was Court Preacher in Breslau. He died here one year
later in 1743. Hs wdow was at that time not quite 28
years ol d. The supposition that she remarried later is

justified. This time she married the Master Wi R.

These two additions do not change the picture of the
Wesenfeld Family history in any way. They nerely add
additional data to what has been reported previously.

And there was another entry for a death in 1756. It says there:
H. Doctor Wsenfeld died in the afternoon of June 3, 1756
between one and two o’clock, after he brought his age to 51

years, 17 weeks, and 2 days. According to this, he nust have
been born in 1705. He probably was a younger brother of Stephan
Arnol d Wesenfeld, whose first nane is still unknown.

There probably were nore children of the Professor Wsenfeld
besi des those nentioned here. Their nanmes can just not be found
in the record books of the Peace Congregation. Actually, these
names are nentioned here only for the conpleteness, since they
have little significance for the famly history. For the Doerry
famly, only the oldest son is inportant. He may have been in
his early 20s when his father passed away.

The H. Professor and Town Mayor Wsenfeld was laid to rest on
the cenetery of the Peace Congregation on October 12, 1727. His
spouse Cornelia Wlters followed him in death good 13 years
| ater. She was buried in Frankfurt on January 28, 1741. By
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today’s standards, neither one reached an old age. But even
when one ignores the very high nortality rate of children, the
average age of people was at that time much lower than it is
today. Men and Wnen at the age of 70 and nore years were still
ararity in 1800.

The fourth generation in the sequence of Wsenfeld ancestors was
represented by the already briefly nentioned oldest child,
respectively son, of the city mayor Arend (Arnold) Wsenfeld and
his wife fromDanzig Cornelia Wlters.

St ephan Arnol d Wesenfeld

Unfortunately, our know edge about him is utnost sparse. It is
l[imted primarily to what the book about evangelical pastors in
t he Mark Brandenburg says about him This book nentions that he
was born in Frankfurt on the Oder River as the son of the
Prof essor Wesenfeld. However, it nmentions no date for his
birth. But this can be calculated with sonme degree of certainty
as the beginning of the 18'" century.

After attending the Gymmasium he studied theol ogy, probably at

the University of his honetown Frankfurt on the Oder River. He
was ordained as Pastor on July 29, 1728. After that he was a
reformed clergyman for little over three years in Preugisch
Hol I and, which is near Elbing in East Prussia. This, his first
of ficial position, was in a Ilittle town in a charmng
surrounding in the so-called Oberland. The area is known for

the canal built in five steps, with one of these |ocks right
near Preukisch Holland. The canal provided a connection between
El bi ng, through the Drausen Lake to Osterode in East Prussia.
This arrangenment of several |ocks can be found only in North
Arerica and it is, therefore, in sonme ways a curiosity.

St ephan Arnold Wsenfeld was called to Crossen on the Oder River
in 1732, where he was a reformed clergynan and court preacher.
He served in this position until his death on April 4, 1756.

Stephan Arnold Wsenfeld was married tw ce. He married his
first spouse, Charlotte von Bergen, in the Peace Church at
Frankfurt on the Oder River on August 23, 1729. She was the
daughter of the University Professor Johann Georg von Bergen,
M D. and Professor (Ordinarius) of Medicine in Frankfurt. Von
Bergen died there on April 27, 1738 at the age of 65 years and 6
months less 3 days. He was laid to rest on May 2" in the vault
of the Peace Church (Friedenskirche).
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The nother of the young spouse had the nanme of Henriette
Charlotte and her famly nanme was Harsl eben. She was laid to
rest in the vault under the Peace Church in Frankfurt and next
to her deceased husband Johann Georg von Bergen on August 14
1742. Death had closed her eyes forever on August 12'" at 1
o’clock in the norning. He had passed away four years earlier.

Charlotte von Bergen was the second daughter of her parents, who
must have enjoyed great respect. This is indicated by their
burial in the vault of the Peace Church. The wedding of the
daughter, too, which did not take place in the church, but in
her parent’s hone and was consecrated by the Court Preacher
(Hof prediger) Siegel, points to this conclusion. Weddi ngs at

hone were at that tinme still a special act not available to
ever ybody. Even the young groom could not have been just
sonebody. At that tinme, people still paid nuch attention to

rank and soci al standing.

Unfortunately, we were unable to establish how |long the marriage
between Stephan Arnold Wsenfeld and Charlotte von Bergen

| ast ed. Because of the conditions after the Second World War,
it was inpossible to obtain any docunmentation from Preugisch
Holland in East Prussi a, nor from GCrossen (now Krosno
Qdr zanski e) in Ponerania. But we can say this much from the

earlier cited book of pastors, the Court Preacher Wsenfeld
survived his spouse. He narried again after she passed on. She
was Anna Jacob, née Verstech a w dow from Danzig. Because all
church records are missing, nothing can be determned wth
respect to the children of the court preacher and of Charlotte
von Bergen. Only brief notations of his great-grandson and his
ni ece Johanna Doerry shed sone light into this darkness. W can
glean fromtheir notes that the oldest son of the court preacher
was

Johann Arnold Wesenfeld

At that tinme he still may have been a sinple pastor in PreuRkisch
Hol | and. VWiile his first nane cane from his grandfather von
Bergen, the second nanme was an old Wesenfeld tradition. Thi s

name was al ways passed on fromthe father to the first-born son.
This is noteworthy here, because it shows that only Charlotte
von Bergen can have been his nother and not the l|ater second
spouse of his father, Anna Verstech.

If one starts out with what has just been said and one considers
the wedding year of his parents as 1729, then the birth of
Johann Arnold Wsenfeld can be assuned as the beginning of the
1730s. The parents lived then either in Preulisch Holland or in
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Crossen on the Oder River. But this nust have been right in the
begi nning of their residency in Crossen.

It is unlikely that nore accurate information can be devel oped
on this.

H s school training, too, is shrouded in darkness. W only know
that he did not study |ike his ancestors, but becane a farner.
When his grandson called hima magistrate (Antmann), he actually
nmeant that he was a manager of a large farm estate (Rittergut)
or of farm holdings belonging to a comunity, nopnastery, or
simlar ownership (Dongne). This is also indicated by the nanes
of towns or villages nentioned by Oto Doerry, |ike Witzig near
Wl denberg and Hi mmel st adt near Landsberg on the Warthe River.
Both localities in the Neumark were not towns, but villages.
The position of an agricultural nanager was by no neans a mnor
one. It granted its owner a wide array of authorities. He was
only accountable to the ower. Oherw se, he was pretty nuch on
his owm with respect to how he managed the farm and how he used
hi s coworkers.

W al so do not know when, where, and whom he narri ed. W only
know t hrough Oto Doerry that his grandnother cane from a French
famly. He calls her a Refugi ¢e. But he is wong in this

Only those French people are called Refugi ée who escaped to
Germany during the French Revol ution. Most of them remained in
the western part of Germany, i.e. in the Rheinland, so that they
were able to quickly return hone. According to his own words,

his grandnother did not belong to this French group. She was a
Huguenot, whose ancestors canme as religious refugees to the Mark
Brandenburg (north and east of Berlin) and had spread from
t here. Still until far into the 19'" century, they spoke their
old French nother tongue besides the Gernman |anguage and used
the French language for religious services in the French Dom
(Cathedral) in Berlin. That they joined the Reforned Church was
only natural for the expelled Calvinists. This is only
menti oned here on the side.

Unfortunately it is nowhere nentioned to which Huguenot famly
Oto Doerry’s grandnother bel onged. But only a lucky chance
woul d help here to establish this.

The marriage of the Ammann (farm manager) Wsenfeld with his
bride could be assunmed to have taken place around 1760 till
1765, because at about 1765 was born the later first spouse of
t he Superintendent Doerry in Rossow, as will be shown | ater on.

W can only guess when the Wsenfeld couple passed on. Si nce
his grandson never nentioned this, it can be assunmed that they
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were already dead when he was born or when his parents got

marri ed. The tine for their passing from this earth can be
assuned for the years between 1790 and 1795. But these are only
guesses, since there is no proof for this. Some of this proof

woul d have been easy to get about 40 years ago.
The same applies to the daughter of the Wesenfeld couple
Johanna Phi l i ppi ne Wesenfeld

She was the nother of Oto Doerry. H's notes provide only few
references regarding his nother. The reason for this was
probably the fact that he hinself was only a child when his
not her cl osed her eyes forever. There were hardly any persona

nmenori es of her. When the new nother started to care for him

she knew how to provide himw th enough warnth in the nest that
he did not miss his real nother. 1In his report about the second
marriage of his father, OQto enphasizes explicitly: The choice
(made by ny father) was in every aspect for ne, too, a happy
one, because she had been for nme a true stepnother.. O course,
he also thinks that this second nmarriage gave him sone
di sadvant ages. However, Oto Doerry did not nention what these
di sadvant ages were. One can only guess these. He, who after
the early death of his older sister Friederike - called
Fritzchen - was the only child in the house, received now
siblings and he had to learn to give up for them many favorite
privil eges. But that is the way as it is: The nother always
gives the nost love to the youngest child, because it needs it
nore than the others and the older children nust step back. It
would be totally wong to derive a value judgnent from Qto’s
remar ks about his first nother and second not her respectively.

Therefore, it is very little what Oto Doerry has to say about
his real nother and her personality. He was only 8 years old
and still too young when she passed away. W could find out
from him only that the ancestors on her nother’s side bel onged
to a Huguenot famly and bel onged to the reformed church. These
are two facts we already talked about in our report about her
parents. Also, that she seens to have |ost her parents early in
her life was noted in this connection. She only conmes into the
foreground when she neets her later spouse Johann Philipp
Cottfried Doerry (#D-8) at the hone of the M. von Schoening on
the farm estate Ueckerhof near Stargard in Ponmerania. \While he
was the private teacher for the boys, she was the governess for
the girls.

At that tinme it was still comon that the better famlies,
especially in rural ar eas, enpl oyed honme teachers and
governesses for their children. Schools, especially for the
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younger children, were in nany ways not very good. Whoever
wanted his children to l|eave hone later on wth a better
education had no other choice, but to hire a hone teacher or a
governess. For the hone teacher, such a position was very often
a springboard to a pastorate, as it was for OQto Doerry’s

father. The governess had with the best case scenario a chance
to becone the spouse of a rural pastor, as it was the fate of
Johanna Phillippine Wsenfeld. When the governess did not

succeed, the future for the approaching old age |ooked rather
bl eak.

Johanna Philippine Wsenfeld may not have been anynore in the
prime of her life when she took care of the district president

(Landrat) von Schoening’s daughters on the Uckerhof. To the
contrary, she seenms to have been at the sanme age as her |ater
spouse, which neans that she was in her md thirty years. The

followng thinking led to this judgnment: Her marriage to Johann
Philipp GCottfried Doerry, which occurred soon after his
appointnment to the pastorate in Schellin and Verchland on July
28, 1798 produced only two children: the daughter Friederike
(born about 1799) and the son Qto (born on January 4, 1802).
In the following years and until her death in 1810 she had no
nore children. Since they did not have any neans for birth
control and a pastor would not have used these anyway, there is
only one explanation for the sterility of the Ms. Pastor
Doerry: She was already in the nenopause and further pregnancies
were prevented. This was verified with a pencil note in the
geneal ogi cal passport (Ahnenpar) of Dr. Hans Doerry in Kleve.
According to this note, Johanna Philippine Wesenfeld was born on
February 15, 1759 in Witzig near Wl denberg in the Neunark.

That she did not learn a profession like young girls in our tine
and was satisfied with working as a governess, is based on the
attitudes existing in her tinme. The purpose and training of
young wonen was for their natural task as wife and nother. | f
they failed to nmake the junp to a secure narriage, then they
were condemed to be an old naid.

Johanna Philippine Wsenfeld was spared of this fate and one
could rightfully say, in the last nonent when she followed the
freshly made Pastor Doerry as his wife to his neager pastorate
in Schellin. The first years may have been quite difficult for
them Neither he, nor she owned anything of value so that they
could use it to acquire the nobst necessary things for their
househol d.  They hel ped thensel ves by taking in young |adies of
nobility and by teaching them |anguages and nusic to prepare
them for their future position in social life. Know edge with
respect to housework was of only secondary inportance. For that
t hey had donestic hired help.

3/19/09 16



The boardi ng house for young ladies in the pastorate of Rossow,
to where the couple Doerry-Wsenfeld had noved to in the year

1801 after they received a call (Vokation) from the sponsor
(patron) of the congregation, Captain von Wil de, enjoyed nuch
popul arity. The wealth of the couple grew from year to year

until the wunfortunate ending of the Wr 1806/1807 (between
France under Napoleon and Prussia) forced the paynent of high
retributions to France.

But the Pastor suffered the nobst severe blow in 1810 when an
epidemc of dysentery (or was it typhus?) hit the village of
Rossow. Johanna Philippine Wsenfeld was one of the victins.
Shortly before she deceased, she had her only child called to
her bed so that she could say goodbye to him The |ater Pastor
Oto Doerry (#D-8-2W was at that time 8 years old. As he wote
in his autobiography, this experience remained witten in his
heart until his old age.

According to a note from Dr. Hans Doerry from Kleve, a great-
great - grandson of the deceased, she found her last resting place
on August 24, 1810 on the village cenetery of Rossow, where her
husband was laid to rest, too. She was at that time over 51
years ol d.

Wth Johanna Philippi ne Wesenfeld end about 200 years of history
of the Wsenfeld famly. It started in Bremen and after a
detour to Frankfurt on the COder River, this history found its
ending in the Neunmark in Ponerania. That this history had gaps

and will always remain full of gaps, is a consequence of the
unfortunate ending of the Second Wrld War and the |oss of nany
val uabl e docunents. Despite of this, this part of the famly

history is inportant as an introduction to the history of the
Neumark Branch of the Doerry Famly history founded by Qto
Doerry, the son of the |ast Wsenfeld.

3/19/09 17



Descendant s of

Heinrich Gto WIhelmDoerry
(January 4, 1802 - March 24, 1871) (#D-8-2W
Married on July 12, 1830 to
W fe: Auguste Mddesta Franziska Sartorius
(March 30, 1805 - March 13, 1883)

August e Modesta Franziska Sartorius: Wfe of to WI hel m Doerry

Emi| Doerry (1831-1833) (#D- 8-2W 1) deceased as child
Rudol ph Doerry (1833-1835) (#D- 8-2W 2) deceased as child
Maxim |ian Doerry (1834-1873) (No Descendants) (#D- 8- 2W 3)

Carl August Franz Doerry sen. (1836-1896) (#D-8-2W 4)
Hugo Otto Doerry (1838-1894) (#D- 8-2W5)
Johannes Doerry (1842-7?) (No Descendant s) (#D- 8- 2W 6)

Descendant s of
Carl August Franz Doerry, sen.
(March 3, 1836 - (#D-8-2W4)
Married on May 19, 1865 to
Amél i e Friederike Nicoline Margarethe Ebol é
(January 8, 1843 - February 21, 1928) (married on May 19, 1865).

ato (May 6, 1866 — March 7, 1871) (#D- 8-2W 4-1)
Hans Friedrich Carl (Novenber 10, 1867-7?) (#D- 8- 2W 4- 2)
Marri ed Hel ene Lindenberg in 1904 in Bockenem (1883-1984)

U sul a (Havermann) (1907-7?) (#D- 8-2W 4-2-1)
Il se (Best e) (1910-7?) (#D- 8-2W 4-2-2)
Hans- Jirgen (1920-1944) (#D 8-2W 4- 2-3)

Carl Max Gustav, MD. (May 31, 1869-1942) (#D 8-2W4-3)
Married Lui se Ernestine Sabi ne Hel ene Boehm
on Nov. 27 1900 in Berlin. (July, 1876 - 1954)
Hans Friedrich Walter (1901-7 ) (#D 8-2W 4-3-1)
Marri ed Johanna Beate Boning in 1930 in Brenen.

Hel ga Regina (1932-) (#D- 8-2W 4-3-1-1)

Karl -W I helm (1939-) (#D- 8-2W 4- 3-1- 2)
Eckehard (1965-) (#D-8-2W 4-3-1-2-1)
Mar kus Hans (1966-) (#D- 8-2W 4- 3-1- 2- 2)
Renat e (1971-) (#D- 8-2W 4- 3-1- 2- 3)

Har t mann (1942-) (#D 8-2W 4- 3-1- 3)

Rudol f Kurt W/ hel m (1903-?) (#D- 8-2W4-3-2)
Married to Eva Fromm on October 3, 1931 in Berlin
Brigitte (1932-) (#D- 8- 2W 4- 3- 2-1)
Ernst Adol f (1904- Novenber 2,1956) (#D 8-2W4-3-3)
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Married to Hertha Pl amann; no children

Amélie (1871- April 18, 1947) (#D-8-2W 4- 4)
Kurt W I helm (1874- January 4, 1947) (#D- 8- 2W 4-5)
Married Alice Maud Cooper.
Edith Alice Doerry (1900-7?) (#D- 8-2W 4-5-1)
Married Leslie Roseveare in 1925 (2 children)
Iris Ethel Amelie Roseveare (#D- 8-2W 4-5-1-1)

(August 3, 1926 - May 16, 2001)
Henry Godfrey (Dec. 23, 1933 - ) (#D 8-2W4-5-1-2)
Married to lrena Maria Sanorska in 1962 (no children)

Hans Doerry (August 23, 1901-7?) (#D 8- 2W 4-5-2)
Married to Erna Huppertz (1 son) on May 17, 1927.
Gerd Doerry, Ph.D., born on May 2, 1929 in Berlin
(#D- 8-2W 4-5-2-1)
Married Hannel ore Krabs on January 8, 1971.

Kurt Karl Doerry (March 9, 1903 - ?) (#D-8-2W4-5-3)
Married (third tine) to Rose-Marie Haag on April 8, 1942
Alice Barbara Carola (July 1946) (#D-8-2W4-5-3-1)

Thomas Al fred (June 1968) (#D 8- 2W 4-5- 3- 2)
Maud Doerry (June 16, 1906 - ?) (#D- 8- 2W 4-5-4)
Married to Fritz Hol zbock, M D.
Mar gar et he (1876) born and deceased (#D- 8- 2W 4- 6)
Val ter (1880-1963) (not married) (#D- 8-2W 4-7)

Descendants of Hugo Oto Doerry (Apr 1838-1894) (#D-8-2W5)
Married in 1865 Friederi ke Dorothee Adel heid Lui se Behner

Paul Georg (Aug. 10, 1866-Apr. 2, 1940 (#D-8-2W5-1)
Married Enma Lui se Lerche on Decenber 26, 1897
(July 23, 1876 - August 31, 1966)
7 children (5 sons and 2 daughters)
Wal ter Viktor Doerry, (1898-1945) (#D- 8-2W5-1-1)
Married Berta Luise Marie Hei ber on Nov 14, 1932
Rosemari e (Sept 1932): (#D 8-2W5-1-1-1)
marri ed Karl hans Dil berg
Ingrid (June 5 1937): (#D-8-2W5-1-1-2
married Hel mut (?) Dul berg

Art hur (deceased as child) (#D- 8-2W 5-1-2)
Charlotte Erna Emma (July 1901-7?) (#D- 8-2W 5-1- 3)
Kurt Johannes (March 1903 -?) (#D 8-2W 5-1-4)
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Married Clara Schépe on Febr. 18, 1910
Kurt JoachimDietrich Doerry deceased as infant in 1945
Max_Doerry (March 1904 -7?) (#D 8-2W 5-1-5)
Marri ed Margarete Rei mann on Dec. 26, 1936
Doris Doerry (Cct. 3, 1937 -?) (#D- 8- 2W5-1-5-1)
Married Siegfried Lange (Novenber 27, 1958)
Sabi ne Lange (Twi n) (#D- 8-2W 5-1-5-1-1)
Christine Lange (Twi n) (#D- 8- 2W 5-1-5-1-2)
O mar Doerry (Sept 12,1939 -7?) (#D- 8- 2W 5-1-5- 2)
Married Ursul a Brakenei er on Decenber 15, 1971
Jani ne (May 1972) (#D- 8-2W 5-1-5-2-1)
CGertrud Luise Doerry (August 1905 -?) (#D-8-2W5-1-6)
Married Karl Dreischer on Novenber 25, 1936

Twins Karl and Gertrud (July 27, 1937, still-born)
QGto (April 1909- August 15, 1934) (#D- 8-2W5-1-7)
Max Johann Doerry (1877 - 1944) (#D- 8- 2W 5-4)

Married Meta Al ma Chorinde Hantke on May 6, 1909
Annerose Ruth Adel heid Doerry (1911 - ) (#D 8-2W5-4-1)

Mar gar et e Doerry (1913 - ) (#D- 8- 2W 5-4- 2)
Andr é Rappich (1941 - ?) (#D- 8-2W 5-4-2-1)
Sabi ne (1947) deceased as infant (#D-8-2W5-4-2-2)
Angel i ka Henni g (1953) (#D- 8- 2W 5-4-2-3)
Bar bara Doerry (1914 -.) (#D- 8- 2W 5-4-3)

Married W1 hel m Mende on Cct. 19, 1937 (Divorced 1958)
Ute Bursch, Jiargen Mende, and Uwe Mende.
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